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- ., An economist disputes CIA  asser.
tions on Soviet military spe_nding._& =
- President Reagan’-has. said - that
Soviet ‘military “spending - has out
paced US. defense spending-by- $300
billion ‘since-1970. #This is toialarge-
extent a myth; ¥ said Tufts University
economist Franklyn D.'Holzman. He
said the:figures- used by Reagan are
based omCentral Intelligence: Agen-,
cy figures;. which*Holzman. said- are
exaggerated. It- is:virtually - impossi-
ble:for the ClAto correctly/compare
Soviet* and .U.S:" spending: figures
-because. of .the-dif ficulty-of:compar-
ing gubles and dollars, he said. Fur-
thermore,_he-caid the CIA readily
-2dmits' this -G fficulty, although - it
never alludes ta.it in its reports. He
said:that there is a margin of errorof
15 -percent-in-the CIA's estimates’
each year and that it could be higher
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